
Uniform Guidelines

Every year, we make a big appeal to parents to make sure that all uniform matters are sorted before term starts 
because the uniform plays a key part in setting the tone in a school. This is absolutely beyond doubt – there’s a clear 
correlation between the schools with the tightest adherence to a formal uniform and the schools who achieve highest – 
in all areas, including pastoral care, as well as academics. I was recently very struck by a couple of third level students 
who remarked in conversation that they wished they’d gone to a school that had bothered to take uniform seriously, 
they felt their school would have been so much better for it. 

So while we may appear excessively hung up about sock lengths and shoe styles and the like, please understand that it’s 
because we feel that if we can win these small battles, the whole standard of teaching and learning in Rathdown will be 
more successful for all. I think most people are pretty positive about the education that’s provided in Rathdown – so 
they need to trust us in our standpoint that a well-worn school uniform is absolutely fundamental to setting the tone for 
a productive, happy school. 

The nature of school life is that the way the uniform is worn deteriorates as the year goes on so every September we try 
to tighten up on any aspects that may have become weak. We try not to make an issue of things towards the end of the 
school year so that parents don’t have to purchase expensive items that will need further changing in the summer as 
your child grows. However, in return, we expect that you will use the summer to get things right, and we will not permit 
unacceptable uniform when school reopens in September. 

We expect parents to help us by making sure your children wear the correct and full uniform throughout the year. 
Please note that we have to establish this uniform from the very start, and pupils who arrive to school without the 
correct uniform will be sent home. This won’t count as a formal “suspension”, but at the same time they won’t be 
permitted to go to classes until the matter is rectified. Please don’t put us in the position where we have to exclude your 
child from classes! Students who wear the right uniform, but wear it badly will receive a sanction in the school. 

As usual, there are four areas to highlight this year, none of which are anything vastly new:

(i) Boys’ Shirts – please purchase larger shirts for your son. If a shirt is too small at the neck or doesn’t reach 
down to his trousers, it’s impossible for him to wear it well. Very often, a boy will look much smarter simply 
when he’s wearing a bigger size of shirt so please check their fitting at the end of the summer and purchase 
new shirts as needed. Please aim to err on the side of getting a shirt that’s too big, but certainly not one 
that’s too small.

(ii) Girls’ Skirts – all skirts must reach to the bottom of the knee, anything shorter is unacceptable. It is natural 
for children to grow during the year so can existing families please check to see if their daughter needs a 
new longer skirt for September. This has nothing to do with “distracting the boys” as a high profile case in 
Carlow seemed to suggest a few years ago! Instead, it’s simply that Rathdown School has adopted a 
traditional style of uniform, the length chosen for skirts was to the bottom of the knee and all students are 
expected to wear the uniform accurately.  

(iii) Shoes – please make sure that your child wears FORMAL black or navy shoes – casual or trainer-type shoes 
won’t be acceptable. If you’re in any doubt, please check with us first before purchasing shoes – shops can 
sometimes tell you that certain types of shoe are acceptable, but if we disagree, you’ll end up out of pocket. 
Email us a photo if in doubt and we can make a decision on it for you. We’re very happy to do this – it’s far 
easier than having to tell you to purchase new shoes! 



Two types of shoes that ARE acceptable are:
(a) Navy deck shoes (although it should be noted that podiatrists are strongly of the opinion that these are 

not good for children’s feet) 
(b) Nike Airforce Ones – last year, following requests from parents we agreed that Airforce Ones would be 

acceptable. They might be a good compromise for students with plantar fasciitis issues or who need a 
little extra comfort and providing they are the black leather ones, they appear to be reasonably smart. 
However, while we compromise in this area in return I need to insist that simply wearing black runners 
is NOT acceptable.

(iv) Senior Fleece – Fifth and Sixth Year students are welcome (but not obliged) to wear the new navy Senior 
Fleece we introduced last year. However, in return for this privilege, other non-uniform items are not 
permitted. 

(v) Hair – the vast majority of students come to school with their hair in a neat and orderly state. Hair should 
not be dyed an unnatural colour. The current fashion, particularly among boys, has seen a small minority 
come in with very tight hair. As mentioned on the Uniform List, we try not to make an issue out of 
hairstyles, but will monitor this and if we feel that the student’s hair is too short or inappropriate, we may 
send them home. Please note that any haircut tighter than a “Blade 3” is unacceptable. 


